Krishna and Radha

A Lesson for Students 
 Every culture has its views on love and desire.  In some cultures, desire is a dangerous force that has the power to overcome the senses and place a person in harm’s way.  In others, it is a source of suffering.  But in the Hindu story of Krishna and Radha, love and desire serve to liberate humanity from ignorance and malice.  So, in this lesson, students will read “Krishna and Radha” as retold by Laura Simms in the Desire issue of Parabola and answer the following questions.  The questions are designed to help students address the critical points of the article as well as serve as a basis for further critical thinking, discussion, and reflection.  Students will also be able to identify and explain Hindu ideas regarding love, sexuality, and desire and be able to compare and contrast these ideas with ideas from at least, one other religious perspective.
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Questions:

1-    Before analyzing the article, write four facts about Hinduism from History class, a textbook, or an encyclopedia.

        _________________________________________________________________________________________
        _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
2-    When did Krishna appear in “our world”? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3-    Describe the period known as the Kali Yuga.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-    Who was Devaki and who was Kamsa?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5-    What had the king’s astrologers prophesied? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6-    What did the king do upon learning of the prophesy? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7-    How did Krishna escape? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8-    Who was Krishna in a previous lifetime?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9-    What was remarkable of King Rama from the Ramayana? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10-                       What did King Rama promise to return to life as?   Why did he make this promise? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11-                       What did the gods vow to return as? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12-                       Define gopi. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13-                       How many gopis were in the household of the foster parents of Krishna? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14-                       What did the baby Krishna’s body radiate? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15-                       What did King Kamsa do when he discovered that his sister’s eighth baby was alive? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16-                       Define Rakshasa.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17-                       Who was Putana and what was her mission? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18-                       What had Putana longed to have and what was she promised? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19-                       What would she attain when her promise was fulfilled? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20-            Did Putana recall this past life?

      ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21-         What did Putana disguise herself as and what was she hired as?

      ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22- What happened to Putana when she took baby Krishna in her arms?

   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23- How did Putana strengthen her inner feelings of vengeance and ill will? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24- What did the baby Krishna do to the poison? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25- What happened to Putana? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26- Why were the gopis ashamed? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

27- What happened during the burning of the demoness? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

28- Describe the dreams of the gopis. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

29-   What did Krishna do one night when he was grown? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

30- Why did the gopis awake and what did they do once they awoke? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

31- How did the master of desire tease the gopis? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

32- What did the gopis do when they found Krishna standing in a clearing in the center of the forest? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

33- Who was Radha and what did she do when she could no longer remain aloof? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

34- Describe the meeting of Radha and Krishna. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

35- Why did Krishna become a thousand lovers? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

36- Describe the morning when the sun rose. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Take it to the Web
 The Ramayana is one of the most loved Hindu epics.  Find a summary of the epic on the Internet.  Create a poster summarizing the main events of the tale.  Incorporate Hindu artistic images and Sanskrit words to create the sense of another time, another place.     

“Blow O wind to where my loved one is. Touch him and come touch me soon. I'll feel his gentle touch through you and meet his beauty in the moon. These things are much for the one who loves. One can live by them alone that he and I breathe the same air and that the Earth we tread is one.”

· The Ramayana
 

